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What’s happening on Our Lakes?

Shoreland Protection
By: Ted Ludwig

This spring many things are occurring that affect our
lakes and waters in this area. NR 115, Wisconsin’s
Shoreland Protection Program, the administrative rule
that covers our shoreline policies, went into effect in
February. Counties have two years to modify their
ordinances to comply with this rule and can choose to
set standards that are more restrictive than the state
standards. Significant changes that will help improve
our shorelands include more defined regulations in the
cutting of vegetation along the water. Cutting of
vegetation within 35 feet of the water is now prohibited
with certain exceptions. In essence, it means at least
70% of your shoreline must be in a natural state.

The phrase ‘clear cut’ is no longer used to define the
vegetative buffer. The access and viewing corridor is
up to 30% of the shoreline frontage with a maximum
width of 200 feet per parcel and any new boathouses
must be located in the corridor. Other things the new
rules affect are impervious surfaces (driveways, roofs,
sidewalks, etc.), standards for land disturbance, and
restrictions on improvements to nonconforming
structures.

Phosphate turf fertilizers: The ban on the use of
most phosphate turf fertilizers went into effect in April of
this year. The majority of soil in our area has a surplus
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of phosphorus, and much of this fertilizer we apply
ends up running off into the waterways. This runoff
ends up as a nutrient source for the algae that we are
working to control in our lakes and streams. There are
some exceptions to the ban, such as new seeded turf
or tested soil deficiency that allow the application when
it is needed.

Nutrients in waters: What could be the most important
item in the efforts to protect and clean up our waters
(read this as “reduce the blue-green algae”) is the
proposed revision to Chapters NR 102 and NR 217,
Wisconsin Administrative Code, relating to phosphorus
water quality standards criteria and limitations and
effluent standards. The first part of the rule will set
phosphorus water quality standards criteria for rivers,
streams, various types of lakes, reservoirs and the
Great Lakes.

The second is procedures for determining and
incorporating phosphorus water quality based effluent
(liguid waste discharge) limitations into Wisconsin
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permits. This
proposal is extremely important, as it will finally set
numerical standards for our waters. The levels were
developed by the DNR working with the EPA and the
US Geological Survey. In the future, the DNR will
develop criteria for nitrogen which is another element in
the nutrient loading problem in the Mississippi River
Basin.

(See Dick Rueckle’s article “NR 102 and NR 217
Listening Session” on page 3)

Stream Monitoring and Clean Boats-Clean
Waters: Help protect our waters...Minimum time
commitment is a couple of hours or more per
month. Call Ted Ludwig at 715-962-3953 to
volunteer to help this summer.
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Earlier this year hearings were held on proposed
revisions to NR 151, Runoff Management which
addresses nonpoint source pollution from both
agricultural and non-agricultural sources. New
performance standards included tillage setback from
water bodies, limiting phosphorus runoff, best
management practices to meet approved TMDLs, and
prohibiting significant discharge of process wastewater
from milk houses, feedlots, and other similar sources.

Boating regulations: Several other big changes have
occurred that affect boating and other activities on our
waters. A new boating rule in Wisconsin is designed to
make lakes safer while protecting shorelines and
improving water quality. The law prohibits boaters from
operating their boats at speeds greater than slow-no-
wake within 100 feet of lake shorelines. The law
applies to all lakes, including the lake areas of
flowages. Moreover, boats operating in shallow waters
often churn up sediment and chop up vegetation,
decreasing water quality, and potentially spreading
invasive aquatic species like Eurasian water-milfoil.
Slowing these boats will reduce this problem.
Eliminating near shore wakes will reduce shoreline
erosion.

This change is in addition to current law which already
prohibits boaters on lakes from operating at speeds
greater than slow-no-wake within 100 feet of docks,
rafts, piers and buoyed restricted areas.
Slow-no-wake is defined as the minimum speed
required to maintain steerage.

NR 40, which deals with invasive species, was revised
and established stricter rules to prevent the spread of
invasives. It prohibits putting anything (boat, plane,
personal water craft, fishing equipment, etc.) into any
waters of the state or transporting them on any public
highway if there are any aquatic plants or animals
attached.

NR 19 requires that all water must be drained from all
equipment (bilges, ballast, bait buckets, live well, etc.)
prior to leaving the landing or associated parking area.
There are some exceptions to the rules so for more
information see ‘Wisconsin Boating Regulations’ at:
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/es/
enforcement/DOCS/BoatingRegs.pdf

The season for monitoring our streams and the Clean
Boats, Clean Waters program is here. Stream monitors
get in the water, collect critters and water samples, and
evaluate the habitat to build a database of the quality
and conditions of the streams that drain our watershed.
The Clean Boats, Clean Waters program is the hands-
on method to help control the spread of aquatic
invasive species. So far the only invasive of major
concern found in Tainter and Menomin is curly leaf
pondweed and a control effort is starting this year. If
you would like to help in any of these efforts, or would
like more information, call Ted @ 962-3953. Additional
information, or links to information, on these changes
can be found on the Tainter/Menomin Lake
Improvement Association website at www.tmlia.org.

NOTICE:

Four Board Positions Available
By: Robyn Morin

As per the TMLIA by-laws, four, two year term, board
positions will become available at the TMLIA Annual
Meeting currently set for July 31, 2010. Board
members are expected to attend the monthly board
meetings held the 2nd Tuesday of the month.

All interested current TMLIA members are encouraged
to consider this opportunity. Any interested member
should contact a current board member to express their
interest.
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NR 102 and NR 217 Listening Session
By: Dick Rueckl

On April 27", the DNR held a listening session regarding
proposed amendments to NR’s 102 and 217. About 100
people, including several TMLIA members, attended. The
purpose of the amendments is to further reduce the amount of
phosphorous being discharged from point sources. In
attendance were many city engineers and representatives of
several municipalities including EauClaire, Lacrosse and
Marshfield.

The general concern of this group was that many changes
have already been made to clean up municipal discharge
waters and further changes would be cost prohibitive. It was
further noted that about 80 percent of phosphorous entering
state waters comes from agricultural (non-point) sources and
until regulations and funding focus on those sources of
phosphorous, further changes in point source discharges will
have little impact on the waterways.

Representatives from the Wisconsin Cheese Makers
Association and Cascade Tissues echoed these comments
and further noted that more stringent regulations to point
sources would create a competitive disadvantage for those
firms that have to compete with businesses in other states.

DNR officials noted that additional, more stringent controls on
agricultural and storm water runoff are currently being
proposed as well (NR 151).

Attorneys from two environmental groups stated that the
proposed rules were grounded in good science.

In response to the focus on costs to businesses and
municipalities, a representative of Midwest Environmental
Advocates, stated that tourism-related businesses also bear
the costs of Wisconsin’s green lakes. No one wants to come to
or camp near water that is green and nasty. She went on to
say that Florida ignored the federal mandate to reduce
phosphorous and, as the result of a lawsuit, is being forced by
the courts to comply.

Upon completion of the listening sessions, the comments will
be reviewed by the state and a final version will be proposed
for implementation. Once implemented, a system for
monitoring the effectiveness of the changes will be put into
place.

Writer’s thoughts:

e There seemed to be many questions about
waivers, exemptions, trading, etc. My concern is
that people will be looking for ways to avoid
compliance or doing as little as possible to improve
the situation. We cannot let this happen.

e There were many comments about the cost
to municipalities to comply with the new
regulations. While we need to be prudent in
our approach, we also need to look at the
financial and health costs to the
businesses and residents of Wisconsin if
we do little or nothing to correct the
situation.

e There was a lot of finger pointing at the
non-point sources of phosphorous. While
we need to address that 80% (or whatever
the number actually is), we cannot simply
ignore the sources of the other 20%.
Indeed, this needs to be a combined effort
and if NR151 is implemented along with
NR's 102 and 217 this should provide a
comprehensive approach.

Once the amendments are implemented, in whatever
form they take, we cannot expect to see significant
improvement in our lakes for several years. As one of
our Association members stated, we need to begin
acting on this now for the benefit of our children and
grandchildren and all the others who will follow us
simply because ‘it is the right thing to do”.

Midwest Environmental Advocates—Clean

Water Act Appeal Update Affects Us:

In April the Wisconsin Court of Appeals, District Il
decided in favor of citizens who challenged the process
of a WDNR water pollution permit issued to Fort James
Paper Company in Green Bay. .The citizens, Clean
Water Action Council of Northeastern Wisconsin and
the National Wildlife Federation are recognized for their
continued perseverance in this long-fought battle. Their
commitment has opened the door for all of us to use
the federal Clean Water Act to hold the line on water
pollution (excess phosphorus/mercury) and expand
public participation in the efforts of this community, the
TMLIA and the Red Cedar and other watersheds to
control pollution. For more:
http://www.midwestadvocates.org/archive/fort%20jame
slindex.htm

The website above offers a video explaining this effort
to control phosphorus/mercury dating back to 2005.

Colfax School Erosion Project
By: Lynn Englehorn

Two years ago, Dunn County identified nearly 42 sites
of erosion north of our Lakes on the Red Cedar and
Hay Rivers. The Lake Association contacted the
County, and asked where the 42 locations were and
what location might be the most “doable” as an
Association-led project to provide an example of
erosion control that could be copied by other sites.
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the Colfax High School was selected as a logical site to
support a rather large restoration project to protect the
shore from further erosion. The County pointed out that
this project was extremely doable; it was on public land, it
would be a highly visible project, and it had a lot of
community sympathy. Close inspection had shown that
five hundred feet of shoreline was eroding each year.
The bank along the property was fifty feet high and was
creating a soil loss of 600 cubic feet through erosion
each year. This erosion is part of the cause of the large
delta area forming where the Red Cedar enters Upper
Tainter Lake.

Several members of the Lake Association prepared and
presented a Request for Proposal (RFP) to be given to
selected engineering firms to begin the process. The
RFP was presented to Dennis Giessler, Superintendent
of the Colfax School. The review process took nearly a
year to complete, but a bidder’s list was finally prepared
and eight bids were received. From the original
respondents, three finalists were asked to do a
presentation to the School Board.

Tiry Engineering Inc. of Chippewa Falls was the
successful bidder. Tiry has completed the design work
and specifications for restoration along the river through
the school's property. They are now working on
obtaining Grant money to allow the project to proceed.

The Association is currently reviewing possible
fundraising opportunities at the school to help provide
matching funds. This will be critical to our efforts if we
are to be successful in attracting grant funding. If you
have any suggestions or wish to help move this project
along through fundraising efforts, please contact Lynn
Englehorn (715-962-2162)

Notice of Proposed Amendments to
the By-Laws

The following four amendments are proposed to the By-
Laws of the Tainter/Menomin Lake Improvement
Association, Inc. These amendments were approved by
the Board of Directors at the May 12" meeting and are to
be voted by the members at the Annual Meeting on July
31*. They will be voted on individually and, if approved,
be effective immediately. The comments explain the
reasoning for the changes.

Proposed:

1.

Article Il. Add new paragraph:

4. All voting members of the Board of Directors and
committees, including Ad Hoc committees, shall be
Association members. The appointed City of Menomonie
and the Town of Tainter board members are granted
membership for the period of their appointment.

Comment: Wisconsin Statutes Chapter 181.0802
states: “A director need not be a resident of this state
or a member of the corporation unless the article of
incorporation or bylaws so prescribe.” Approving this
amendment would assure the decision-making within
the Association would be made by those that have a
commitment to the Association.

2.

Article VI, Para. 4. Add the sentence “A board
member shall not serve more than three (3)
consecutive two (2) year terms.

Comment: This establishes term limits and is
recommended to bring fresh input to the leadership of
the Association.

3.

Article VII, Para. 1. In second line delete “and
members”.

Comment: This would allow the committee
chairperson to select the members of the committee.
4,

Article VIII, Para. 1. In second line delete “, appointed
by the president”.

Comment: Redundant and conflicting if #3 is
approved.

Protecting the St. Croix: Attaining
Phosphorous Reduction and Cleaner
Water

That is the title of the full day conference that three of
our directors, Ted Ludwig, Dick Rueckl and Dick
Lamers, attended on April 8th in River Falls. It was
the 11th year this conference was presented and the
5th year in partnership with UW - River Falls. The
conference was sponsored by the St. Croix Basin
Water Resources Planning Team and the UW-River
Falls. The Team'sgoal is to take the annual
phosphorous load for Lake St. Croix from 460 to
360 metric tons. Excess phosphorous is causing
water quality concerns for Lake St. Croix, resulting in
the lake being listed as Federally "Impaired" Water.
Efforts to clean up the St. Croix are being coordinated
between the states of Minnesota and Wisconsin and
are being funded by both states, with the support of
Governor Doyle.

Speakers and topics for the conference included:
Buzz Sorge: Wisconsin DNR - Moderator and Kick-
off -- Angie Hong: Blue Thumb - Planting for Clean
Water -- John Haach: UW Extension-Basin Natural
Resources Educator - Reaching Out to The Total
Culture -- Jim Almendinger: Understanding Soil
Phosphorous (One pound of Phosphorous can

produce 500 pounds of Algae) -- Denise Leezer:
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency - Improve
Conditions to Those Found in the 1940's! -- Pete

Prusak: Wisconsin DNR - Cumberland Point to Non-
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Point Trading -- Jim Vanden Brook: Wisconsin Dept. of
Agriculture Trade and Consumer Protection. — Deb
Ryan: St. Croix River Association - Full Time Position as
an Advocate

It was encouraging to note that the efforts being made
by those of us in the Red Cedar River Basin are very
similar to those being made for the St. Croix, even
though they have been working at it in a very organized
fashion for eleven years. What was discouraging was
seeing the very significant and positive organizational
interaction necessary to offer a conference like that
and learning about the sizeable grants they have
been awarded for this effort.

Although we, in the Red Cedar Watershed are making
significant progress, we have a ways to go and
opportunities to pursue. Also disappointing was listening
to speakers compare their waters to the poor conditions
of Lakes Tainter and Menomin.  Wouldn't it be nice to
offer a similar conference on "Protecting the Red Cedar
Basin" or better yet "The Red Cedar Basin: A Return to
Normal"?

Wolske Bay Project Update
By: Randy Eide — Menomonie Public Works Director

We are progressing as planned on the installation of two
electric motors with propellers in Wolske Bay to induce a
horizontal flow and hopefully reduce the amount of algae
being collected in the bay. Our permit has been
reviewed by the DNR and we have formally advertised
the proposed process in the Dunn County News. After
30-days, if no substantial objection or concern is
received by the DNR, we will be given formal approval to
proceed. we anticipate that formal approval will be
received by May 26th (end of the 30-day period).

While we go through the 30-day comment period we are
soliciting quotes for purchasing the two devices and
running power to the site. We anticipate installing the
equipment (two floating propellers) in June. We are also
pleased to report that the Menomonie Bass Masters
Club is in support of the project and will be providing
funds to offset the cost of one of the devices. Look for
water movement in Wolske Bay by the end of June and
hopefully improved conditions
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"We have a legacy that has been given to us,
and we don't have the luxury of going out and
doing whatever we want to do because we

have to honor that legacy."
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.
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FreedomFest 2010
Freedom Fest is Menomonie’s annual old fashioned 4th
of July community celebration. You will be treated to
an outstanding day of family fun, games, a foot race,
food and entertainment. The Fest is held in Wakanda
Park. TMLIA will have a booth at the Festival from 9AM
to 2PM.

The annual FreedomFest celebration takes place at
Wakanda Park on the 4th of July. The first event will be
a 1Mile/5k race sponsored by Red Cedar Medical
Center.

You will be entertained by numerous entertainers,
Ozseeker the clown, a petting Zoo, Dunk Tank,
FireHose Fun, Children's Inflatables, live music,
Menomonie's got Talent, Senior Bingo, Tasty Food
from Vendors, Crafters, Face Painting, Storytelling,
Kickball Tournament. Lower Beach activities, food
vendors, The Cutaways start at 4:00 followed by Sassy
Magoo. The day will end with a spectacular Fireworks
display.
FreedomFest Important Notice:

TMLIA is looking for volunteers to work at our
booth at the Freedom Festival this year on Sunday
July 4th. (9AM-2PM)

Please stop by and support your lake association. If
you can help with the booth, please contact George
Brewe @ 715-235-3403 x7128
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e was taken by Cecil Macauley Russell
(John Russell's Father) in 1937. The beach area is
now under 10 feet of water after the lake level was
raised. It was on a colored postcard originally
published by Kropp Company. Picture provided by:
Dick Lamers who lives on Tainter Lake.
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Board Approves Funding for

Economic Impact Study
By: George Brewe

The Tainter-Menomin Lake Improvement Association
(TMLIA) board of directors is excited to announce the
approval of an economic impact study. The board
reviewed various sources that compared both price and
expertise as it pertains to lakes and the communities that
surround our lakes. After careful evaluation, we chose
the University of Wisconsin Whitewater Extension to
complete the study. Dr. Russell Kashian of UW
Whitewater Extension will direct the study with help from
students, studying in the area of economics.

Dr. Kashian has a Masters in City Planning and a PhD in
Economics. He currently serves as the Project Director in
Fiscal and Economic Research at UW Whitewater
Extension. In addition to his strong educational
background, we are also excited that Dr. Kashian has a
strong background of professional experience in
performing economic impact studies and that he also has
prior professional experience with analyzing lakes and
watersheds.

On Monday May 24, 2010, several TMLIA board
members attended the initial meeting with Dr. Kashian,
which was hosted by the City of Menomonie and Mayor
Randy Knaack. The initial meeting was designed to talk
with key community leaders and to gather input from
these leaders prior to moving forward with the study. Also
invited to attend the meeting were key leaders and
stakeholders throughout Menomonie and Dunn County.
We are pleased that in addition to our TMLIA Board
Members, there was also representation from the Town of
Red Cedar, County Land Conservation, City of
Menomonie, Dunn County, Menomonie Main Street,
Menomonie Chamber, and UW Stout. This is an important
step. In order to get the most from the investment in this
project, we believe it is critical to get the support of the full
community. We are very happy with the attendance and
productivity of this initial meeting.

This Economic Impact Study will produce an input-output
analysis of the financial impact our lake degradation has
on our community as a whole. When completed we hope
to be able to quantify the impact the impairment of our
lake’s have on local business’s, tourism, property owners,
UW Stout, and the overall job base throughout Dunn
County. In addition, the final report will evaluate and
analyze the impact the impairment of our lakes has on the
city and county tax base and revenue opportunities.

Although the Economic Impact study is underway, it will
also entail a random survey of lake property owners,
Menomonie homeowners, and many other stakeholders.
We will survey 1200 to 1500 stakeholders over the next
two (2) months with a written questionnaire. Additionally,
we will be completing many other surveys via email to

.

May 24" Economic Meeting, starting with the back row,
left to right: Robyn Morin, President TMLIA- George
Brewe, Vice-President- Randy Knaack, Mayor of
Menomonie- Dan Prestebak, Dunn County Land
Conservation, & Dick Lamers, Chair Strategic Planning

L-R front row: Dr. Russell Kashian, Laura Short,
Executive Director, Main Street of Menomonie, Inc. &
Sarah Rykal, Environmental Sustainability Coordinator,
University of Wisconsin-Stout.

ERUEED RIS (G PRI PREIENES (G
(continued from column 1)

University Faculty, UW Stout Students, and Local
Business Owners. Please be sure to pass the word to
other community members and to be prompt with your
responses to the surveys when they begin arriving. We
anticipate having the results of the Economic Impact
Study completed during the fourth quarter of 2010.

We thank you for your continued support as we move
closer to cleaning up our watershed and making
Menomonie and Dunn County an even greater place to

live.
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Does this represent an appropriate buffer zone solution to

protect the shore from erosion? Would you be willing to

create and maintain a small “test” buffer section along the
water on your property?
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Vince Lombardi said, ""The will to win...the will to
achieve...goes dry without continuous reinforcement."
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Annual Lake Association Meeting
July 31, 2010

Russ Ziebell — Membership Chair

The Annual Meeting will be held at the Tainter Town Hall
on July 31, 2010 at 9:00 A.M. This meeting will include a
Pancake Breakfast and guest speakers that will give
updates on the current activities that the
Tainter/Menomonie Lake Improvement Association is
involved in.

There will be an informational booth for people who may
be interested in joining the association. We want to use
this event to inform present members of activities, bring
in new members and how to get involved, so bring or
invite a friend. We look forward to seeing you all there.

TMLIA Stewardship Challenge
By: Clean the Green Team

How do you score as a Steward of Land & Water? Each
of us has an effect on our lakes. Even sitting at your
computer at work you are impacting our environment
through energy use. Give yourself 1 point for every “ves
or correct” answer and 0 points for every “no or incorrect”
answer:

1. | saved the existing trees along the lakeshore
and included them in my landscaping plan.

2. | applied hay or straw as a much to cover
disturbed areas along the lake after reseeding.

3. When landscaping the lakeshore, | worked on
small areas, stabilizing each site before
disturbing another.

4. | was careful not to compact the soil around
large trees (especially birch) when upgrading our
landscaping.

5. A “Filter Strip” is a zone of vegetation adjacent to
a water body: planting activities are kept to a
minimum-- less than 5% of the soil is exposed.

6.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

| have provided an adequate buffer (zone of
vegetation) based upon the slope to the lake
on my property (the strip will vary depending
on the steepness-percent slope, length of the
slope, and soil type. In general, the steeper
the slope or in more erodible soil types the
filter strip should be wider. Ex: 11-20% slope
on wooded shoreline = 51-70 ft buffer zone)

I have retained
vegetation along bluffs.

“moisture-absorbing”

I minimize runoff by using gravel instead of
paving the driveway

| use extra caution when spreading fertilizer
near surface water, and do not spread any
within 75 feet of the water's edge or near a
wetland.

| have done a soil test to determine plant
nutrients needed before applying fertilizer to
lawn or garden.

| have located my new garden (or relocated
my old garden) to a level site and | avoid
planting in my septic drain field area.

I have relocated footpaths and walkways to
less steep areas on my lakeshore and have
installed steps on paths cutting up and down
the hillside.

| sweep the driveway and walks, instead of
washing them down with water.

| inspect my shoreline for washouts, trenches,
small piles of sediment, leaves, or debris at
the bottom of slopes regularly.

I have limited the paved and covered areas
that prevent water from seeping into the
ground.

Scores of 10-15 you are a true Steward of Land &

Water-Keep

improving your environment &

helping others!!

Scores of 7-9 you are on your way to being a
Steward

Scores of 0-6 Contact the TMLIA website for
brochures on how to improve your Shoreland
landscape and help protect the future of our Red
Cedar Watershed.

| — e ]
Lake Talk 7




Tainter/Menomin Lake Improvement Association, Inc. STANDARD

P O Box 185 NON PROFIT

Menomonie, WI 54751 PERMIT #321
US POSTAGE

Return Service Requested PAID

MENOMONIE W1
54751

It’s Your Lake
Web site: http://www.tmlia.org

Lake Association Membership is an acknowledgement
of our responsibility to our water resources.

Please join us. If you would like to receive notices of Lake Association Membership Application

the association meetings or other important water

Date:
related issues via E-mail, please include your email
address. Name:
Your email address will not be given or sold to any Address:
other entity
Please enter your Email Address:
Phone: - -
New Member Renewing Member

Year-round Resident

Ultimately, it is the citizens who have a responsibility Summer Resident
$15 Individual ~ $25 Family ~ $100 Corporate

to protect our water for future generations . g
The membership year is from July 1 — June 30.

|
Lake Talk 8



