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Correction from Winter
Newsletter

It was stated in the previous newsletter that soils in this
part of the state contained 5 times more phosphorus
than in other parts of the state. That information came
from some discussions with board officers in the
summer of 2008 but the source could not be verified.

Paul LaLiberte of the WIDNR provided a clarification of

this information recently: “Our modeling suggests that
about 30% of the phosphorus load coming down
through the system is natural background that would
still be present even if people and their associated
impacts were gone. This would include groundwater
and surface water runoff from a landscape that was all
forests and grasslands. Since elimination of people is
obviously not realistic, the goal of a 45% reduction is
based on continuation of existing land use but with
better management practices. Soil phosphorus levels
are only one of many things that influence the
outcome.”

The National Environmental
Services Center: Provides
Septic Information

Go to http://www.nesc.wvu.edu/subpages/septic.cfm
for downloadable information to protect the health of
your system and reduce impacts on the lake. Free
downloads include: 1) Maintaining your septic system:
A Guide for Homeowners 2) Septic Tank Inspection
Q&A 3) Roof Drains & Septic Systems 4) Septic Tank
Additives 5) Soil Evaluation Techniques Q&A — Plus
EPA Free products including: “Managing Septic
Systems to Prevent Contamination of Drinking Water.

“If people concentrated on the really important things
in life, there’d be a shortage of fishing poles.” Doug
Larson, American columnist
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5 cCitizen - Based Stream Monitoring Symposium Con't.

The proposed changes to runoff rules
(NR151) which may affect our lakes
can be found at the DNR site at:

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/nrboard/2009/October/10-09-3A3.pdf

Watch for more information on this topic!

Visit us at www.tmlia.org

Continued from page 1

Before the turn of the century, a farmer who
owned hundreds of thousands of acres from lowa
to the Gulf Coast explained the role of farmers in
the U.S.: “We are ‘Stewards of the Land’. That
means that we use the land to provide for the
needs of our citizens in a way that does not
compromise land, stream, air, animal, or plant life.
We believe that we should leave the land better
than we found it.” This farmer practiced
“sustainable” farming in every location where he
owned land.

This new series in the newsletter will provide you
with an opportunity to test your own “Stewardship”
approach to land and water.

Shoreland  Best Practices
(BMP’s) Part 1

Every piece of land will contain limitations when
it comes to development. Whether you are
planning to build or have a well-established home,
you need to consider such things as the type of
soil on your property, whether you have a
restrictive steep slope down to a water body,
native vegetation, tree cover, and erosion
concerns.

It is much easier to control erosion on steep
slopes if you have a buffer zone containing trees
and plants to help hold the soil. If they are
removed to plant a lawn you will increase the
chance for soil erosion. Excessive erosion can
harm the streams and lakes by carrying sediment
and nutrients into the waters. This can result in
the loss of bottom life in the aquatic system,
changes in spawning areas, algal blooms, and
decreased lake depth

Management

Give yourself 1 point for every “yes or correct” answer and
0 points for every “no or incorrect” answer

1. Do you have a detailed map of your property
showing any wells and sewage drainage areas?

2. Does your map include hills and sloping areas?

3. Does the map show the location of roads and/or
driveways

4. Does your property contain areas for wildlife
habitat?

5. Do you have a copy of local requirements from
your local planning and zoning office?

6. Does your property comply with all local
requirements?

7. Is this statement correct for your property: “I
have never received a citation or fine from the
DNR or local government for any changes made
to my property.”

8. Do you have a buffer zone between the lawn and
the lake/stream on your property?

9. Does the buffer zone comply with local size
requirements?

10. Have you created any additional wildlife habitat
on your property?

11. Do all structures sit back at least 30 feet from the
water?

12. There are no visible signs of erosion on my
property and leaves are raked OUT of the lake.

13. My driveway, sidewalk, yard and garden edges
are all on level contours or gentle slopes.

14. My downspouts are not directed downhill toward
the water.

15. Vegetation to the lakeshore is in a “Cross-slope”
design, not an up-and-down hill design.

Scores of 10-15 you are a true Steward of Land & Water-
Keep improving your environment & help others!!

Scores of 7-9 you are on your way to being a Steward
Scores of 0-6 Contact the TMLIA website for brochures on
how to improve your Shoreland landscape and help protect
the future of our Red Cedar Watershed.
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Four Board Positions Available

As per the TMLIA by-laws, four, two year term, board positions
will become available at the TMLIA Annual Meeting currently
set for July 31, 2010. Board members are expected to attend
the monthly board meetings held on the 2 Tuesday of the
month.

All interested current TMLIA members are encouraged to
consider this opportunity. Any interested member should
contact a current board member to express their interest.

Mark Your Calendars

Annual Meeting set for July 31, 2010.  More details TBA.
Please stay tuned to the TMLIA email announcements and
check the TMLIA web site.

Citizen-Based Stream Monitoring
Symposium

In January, Robyn Morin, Russ Ziebell, and Ted Ludwig
attended the 2010 Citizen-Based Stream Monitoring
Symposium in Stevens Point. We were able to mingle with
others from around the state and hear about their experiences
with monitoring.  The morning session was held with
representatives of the DNR. We discussed how DNR
biologists connect with stream monitors. They showed how
they use volunteer data in correlation with their data to monitor
the stream health and determine if there are issues that have
to be addressed.

We then participated in a session that discussed partnering
with local colleges and universities. It was informative to hear
how other groups interact with educational groups and the
assistance this relationship can give to both parties. This can
be in the form of science expertise or even just manpower.
Students can be a great help in field work and it can be a good
addition to their resumes. We are currently working with UW-
Stout in developing this relationship and there is a project
involving stream monitoring that includes Colfax High School,
Menomonie Middle School, UW-Stout, and TMLIA. The results
from this project should start showing up in the fall.

In the afternoon the session looked into making an impact at
the county level and was presented by the Dane County Water
Resources Planner and the Adams County Conservationist. In
Dane County the primary function of the volunteer monitoring
program is education — providing information to the community
and to the decision makers. The county assists the monitors in
selecting sites targeting priority streams. The information
gained is used in stream restoration projects and water qualit

Continued Page 5

Dunn County Highway G Bridge at
Tainter Lake to be Replaced

On November 4, 2009, the Dunn County Highway
Department held the first public informational meeting
for the replacement of the County Highway G Bridge
over Tainter Lake. The project will consist of replacing
the existing bridge and making some improvements to
the adjacent intersections. The design for the project
is in the preliminary stages and once the design is
nearly complete, a second public meeting will be held
in order to discuss any specific impact there may be to
adjacent property owners. The highway department is
working with the engineering firm of Ayres Associates
of Eau Claire.

Representatives from the Lake Association attended
the initial meeting and have been in contact with the
design team since then. The Lake Association is
recommending that the new bridge be constructed
with at least as much clearance from the water as the
current bridge at its highest point, and that the
clearance be consistent throughout the length of the
span.

Ayers Associates will be meeting with WisDOT later
on this month to further discuss bridge design,
elevations, highway approaches (taking into
consideration the impact on the Lamb’s Creek
Landing), etc. and cost.

There are plans to hold two more public informational
meetings but no dates have yet been set. When these
dates are known, the general Lake Association
membership will be informed.

With the growing concern
over the spread of aquatic invasive species to
Wisconsin’s inland lakes, many lake association
members and other concerned citizens are looking for
ways to get involved. The Clean Boats, Clean Waters
volunteer watercraft inspection program is an
opportunity to take a front line defense against the
spread of aquatic invasive species.

Help protect our waters...Minimum time commitment is
a couple of hours or more per month. Call Ted Ludwig
at 715-962-3953 to volunteer to help this summer.
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TMLIA 2010 Goals

During the December 2009 board meeting, a discussion
on the Tainter/Menomin Lake Improvement Assoc
(TMLIA) project survey for 2010 was held. The many line
items received from the public hearing held earlier last
fall, were evaluated and after combining some of them
the following six projects/goals were selected by the
Board to be the primary focus of the TMLIA efforts in
2010:

A. Support the formation of an alliance to coordinate the
water quality efforts within the Red Cedar River Basin.
This would be a pilot project for the basin and we would
encourage support from all governmental levels.

B. Continue our efforts in stream monitoring and add lake
monitoring to this effort. We will continue to support the
Water Action Volunteer stream monitoring program and
work for the future goal that all streams in the basin will
be monitored. We will work to get Phosphorus (P ) levels
monitored in these streams.

C. Work to increase membership by 50% in 2010 and to
also increase active membership.

D. Continue to support the “Clean Boats, Clean Waters”
program and expand actions to control AlS.

E. Explore/analyze short term fixes to the algae levels.

F. Secure and coordinate the funding of an economic
impact study regarding the current condition of the lakes.

Current Status of the TMLIA Goals:

A. The TMLIA contacted River Country RC&D out of
Altoona Wisconsin to pursue the grant writing for a
watershed coordinator. Melanie Baumgart, Conservation
Project Specialist for River Country came to the January
board meeting and spoke of her efforts of meeting with
the DNR and Dan Zerr, the Lower Chippewa River Basin
Coordinator learning of their recommendations and
gaining their support. Melanie spoke of how she hopes
to obtain funding sources for this position for a time span
of close to ten years. In February, Melanie received
approval from the River Country Board of Directors to go
ahead with this project. Melanie is planning to gain
additional support of both the Barron and Dunn County
Conservation Departments and other lake associations
within the watershed. Her goal is to have the initial
steering committee for this position formed by the end of
February. It is hoped that this position will be able to
receive funding as soon as 2011.

B. Coordination is currently underway to get
training setup for both stream and lake monitoring.
Sites for stream monitoring have been selected and
we are working on getting access to the sites and
the required permits to emplace the stream event
samplers which will give us high water samples.
The event samplers are under construction and
should be ready for placement as soon a\\ the ice is
gone.

C. The membership committee will be working on
plans to meet the 2010 goal.

D. Board Member Ted Ludwig is coordinating this
action. He will be looking for any individuals who
are wiling to spend a few hours on the boat
landings located on Lakes Menomin and Tainter
sharing our AIS story. Ted will be sending out
communications letting people know when they can
sign up. There will be training in April for those
assisting in this effort.

E. TMLIA is working closely with the City of
Menomonie in their efforts to hopefully bring some
relief to the Wolske Bay water condition
experienced last fall, by placing motors in the
Wolske Bay area and thereby mixing the water
within the bay with the waters in the main part of the
lake. The City of Menomonie is working closely with
the DNR and is planning on applying for the
required permits in time to have a system in place
by this summer.

F. The Board of Directors is currently exploring
different sources to provide an economic survey
reflecting the impact that the Tainter/Menomin lakes
have on the Menomonie area.

Stream Monitoring

Lakes Tainter and Menomin are only as healthy as
the water in the streams and rivers which feed
them. Join a great group of people to help us
monitor those streams for measurements of water
movement, oxygen levels, invasive species, clarity
of the water (is it filled with sediment) and a “Critter
Count” (which is the favorite of most of the guys!)
Help identify which species still live in the bottom of
the stream and if they are pollution survivors or
critters that are terribly susceptible to the pollutants
that are in the water.

If you ever complained about the green in the lakes,
you owe it to yourself and your neighbors to
become involved in this fun project. You can even
pick a stream or river close to your home! Contact
Ted Ludwig today and become a Monitor/Critter
Protector: 715-962-3953

Lake Talk 4




NR 151 Runoff Management Hearing

Thursday, January 28" was the date of the DNR hearing
in Eau Claire for comments on the proposed revisions to
NR 151 and its companion administrative rules. These
rules and their implementation are instrumental in the
cleanup of our waterways. This hearing was one of
seven throughout the state. There was little local news
coverage of the hearing, and what there was focused on
the perceived negative effects of the changes. There
was no coverage on the potential positive effects.
Several TMLIA members made oral comments at the
hearing and the Board of Directors sent the following
written comment stating its position on the proposal:

Tainter/Menomin Lake Improvement Association, Inc. is
an organization with 160 active members working for the
protection and improvement of Lakes Tainter and
Menomin. The following is our position statement on the
proposed changes to NR 151 and companion
administrative rules:

Stewardship of the land is everyone’s responsibility.
Actually 1and’ is a very limiting term. It implies that our
responsibilities end at our door or property line. A better
phrase to use is ‘Stewardship of the Earth’, which implies
we are responsible for anything we do to this planet we
live on. Frequently we hear someone say, “I| am a good
steward of the land”. The key word in this phrase is
‘good’. The word good is relative and for the term good
stewardship to mean something relevant there must be a
standard with which to compare.

NR 151 is one of the standards by which the phrase
‘Good Steward” can be judged. Setting a P index
establishes a numerical standard to evaluate our
stewardship. Many of us would like to see this value set
below 6, possibly 4, but having the flexibility to modify
this where a TMDL is established can make this base
value effective. The tillage setback established by this
rule should help to reduce erosion and loss of topsoil and
nutrients to our waterways. Erosion is a contributor to the
nutrient loading in our waterways and topsoil loss is
significant when our best farmland ends up in our lakes
or the Gulf of Mexico. An additional benefit of the tillage
setback would be a habitat improvement for both aquatic
and terrestrial species. An issue (Something) that has
yet to be addressed is the tax situation of the land that is
set aside to meet the tillage setback requirement. The
agriculture community should not acquire a tax penalty
by not using this land as cropland.

The health and environmental problems caused, either
directly or indirectly, by the excessive nutrient or
pollutant loading of our waterways is something that is
difficult to economically assess, but is easily visible.

Preliminary testing and anecdotal evidence this
past summer attest to the fact that Lakes Tainter
and Menomin have both gotten to the point of
creating health and environmental hazards for our
community. In addition, the algae problems
throughout the world and the “dead zone’ in the
Gulf of Mexico are highly visible examples where
there is a significant economical cost.

The Tainter/Menomin Lake Improvement
Association firmly supports the proposed revision to
NR 151 and companion administrative rules.

Signed for the Board of Directors

Robyn Morin

President

Tainter/Menomin Lake Improvement Association,
Inc.

Citizen Based Monitoring Continued
from Page 3

evaluation. Water monitors can provide land
conservationists with information on problem areas
that may need to be addressed. Most counties do
not have the resources to monitor every stream
within the county.

Many of the groups represented had set up
displays of what their groups are doing and these
displays provided us with ideas on how to
represent TMLIA in events.

The day ended with a drawing for some water
monitoring equipment that had be donated by
sponsors of the symposium. TMLIA was chosen to
get a TidBit thermistor which is a device that
continuously monitors stream temperature. This is
usually used in cold water streams to evaluate the
conditions for trout. Ted Ludwig won a turbidity
tube which is used to measure the visibility in
stream water.

Thank
Your

Local
Volunteers
For
Protecting
Your
Lakes
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It’s Your Lake

Web site: http://www.tmlia.org

Lake Association Membership is an acknowledgement
of our responsibility to our water resources.

Please join us. If you would like to receive notices of Lake Association MembershipApplication
the association meetings or other important water

Date:
related issues via E-mail, please include your email
address. Name:
Your email address will not be given or sold to any Address:
other entity
Please enter your Email Address:
Phone: - -
New Member Renewing Member

Year-round Resident

Ultimately, it is the citizens who have a responsibility Summer Resident
$15 Individual ~ $25 Family ~ $100 Corporate

to protect our water for future generations . g
The membership year is from July 1 — June 30.

|
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