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The purpose of the  
Warrens Cranberry  
Festival shall be to  

promote the common good 
and general  

welfare of the community of 
Warrens, including holding 

an annual  
community festival and 
raising funds to be used 

exclusively for civic  
betterments and social  
improvements in the  
Warrens community. 
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Letter From the President  

Dear Warrens Cranberry Festival members and friends, 

 

The rain didnôt stop us and neither did the poor economy. Cranfest 

2009 was a huge success! Our visitors and vendors had a great year 

and everyone is looking forward to September 24-26th, 2010 when 

we celebrate our 38th Annual Warrens Cranberry Festival. 

 

There are so many people to thank for their contributions each year 

to the festival. Kim and Lindsey in our office work all year to pull 

together our volunteers and workers, advertise our festival to  

vendors and guests and make all the arrangements necessary to  

set-up and host our ñberryò wonderful festival.  Our committees 

and our board work alongside them and there are countless  

volunteers who step up and pitch in where ever they can at festival 

time. Thank you all very much. You are the reason the Warrens 

Cranberry Festival is a success and the Warrens community is such 

a special community to live in. 

 

I wish all of you a happy holiday season. Warrens has several  

community holiday events planned for you to enjoy. Please  

consider joining us for these celebrations and our monthly  

meetings. Everyone is welcome, and we appreciate all the help we 

can get. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Vicki Nemitz  

 

President 



FESTIVAL NEWS 
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Warrens Cranberry Festival  
Donations To Date 2009  

 
Warrens School-$2,149.79 
Town of Lincoln -$2,000.00 
Warrens Area Fire Warrens Fireworks-$1,000.00 
Warrens Trail Twisters-toward MS-$50.00 
St. Matthew Church-Virgil Schroeder Memorial-
$500.00 
Common Ground -$250.00 
Youth Ministry-Community Easter Breakfast-$53.98 
Relay for Life-$40.00 
Tomah Veterans Memorial-$200.00 
Tomah Area Cancer-$70.00 
Discovery Center Endowment-Stephanie Scott-
$50.00 
Nikki Hruska Benefit-$300.00 

Donated Gifts or Items To Date 2009  
 
Foreign Exchange Students-10 Cranfest pins 
WI Association of FairsðGift Basket 
Tomah Chamber-Gift Basket 
Royalty-75 Craisin Packets 
Childrenôs Miracle Network-Sales Booth Items ($16) 
Shriners-Gift Basket 
Randy Murdock-Gift Basket 
Schools and Libraries-Craisins & Books 
Boys & Girls Club-8 Golf Towels 
Pat Jensen Benefit-Gift Basket 
Tomah Memorial Hospital-Gift Basket 
Gloria Dei Youth Group-25 Water Bottle Holders 
American Legion-Recipe Book 
Municipal State Meet-Gift Basket 
Nikki Hruska Benefit-Gift Basket 
Business After 5-Gift Basket 
Remembering Teresa Walk-Gift Basket 
Fair District Conference-Throw & Stadium Seat 

Election 2009  

   Warrens Cranberry Festival held its annual elec-

tion at its Nov. 9 general meeting at the Cranfest of-

fice. 

   During the election, incumbent president Vicki 

Nemitz was reelected. Incumbent treasurer Carolyn 

Habelman was also selected for another term, as 

well as incumbent director Mickey Rezin.  

   Incumbent director Gale Sutherland decided not to 

run for another term, and Selena Meacham was 

elected to take the open director position. 

   Congratulations to all our elected board members, 

and thank you to all members who voted in this 

yearôs election. 

   Thanks to all our board for their years of continued 

service to Cranfest. We couldnôt do it without you! 

Top: Treasurer Carolyn Habelman awards the 2009 Youngest 

Cranfest volunteer award to Alex Knoepker. 

Bottom: Retiring director Gale Sutherland poses with her cake 

served in her honor at the November membership meeting. 

Members voted on 

our 2010 button 

design at the  

November meeting. 

Out of three choices, 

the design on the 

right was the  

winner. The design 

will be used on  

several Cranfest 

materials,  

including buttons, 

brochures and 

shirts. 
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37th Annual Warrens Cranfest Overview  

   Two days of rain did not stop faithful shoppers at the 

2009 Warrens Cranberry Festival. While attendance was 

down, turnout was estimated to be between 90,000 and 

100,000 over the festôs three days. 

   Despite impending downpours on Friday of the festival, 

crowds turned out to find fabulous bargains at the eventôs 

more than 1250 booths. Visitors donned ponchos and lifted 

umbrellas to brave the weather as they continued to enjoy 

the 37th annual Cranberry Festival. 

   Saturday made for some gorgeous sunshine, and the  

festers arrived in droves to enjoy the dayôs activities. In 

addition to shopping, marsh bus tours were the popular  

attraction of the day. Seasoned cranberry marsh tour guides 

led visitors to a local cranberry marsh where they learned 

about cranberry harvesting and the cranberry industry. 

   The clouds returned Sunday, and it rained for the first 

time on the festivalôs gigantic parade. But nothing could 

stop the crowd from enjoying the festivities! Old  

favorites like the local marching bands were cheered  

alongside entertaining new units like the Osman Shrine 

Dragon Patrol, which featured a 35-foot dragon that blew 

real smoke into the audience. 

   Despite bad weather, the festival was deemed a success, 

thanks to the support of  thousands of dedicated  

Cranfesters! 

   The 38th Warrens Cranberry Festival is scheduled for 

Sept. 24-26, 2010, so mark these dates on your calendar! 

2009 Special Guests  

   This year we had special guests and golf cart drivers from 

many countries and surrounding states making this a truly 

international year for the Special Guest program.  

Highlights of the Festival included 12 international guests 

who came to learn about the cranberry  

industry . 

   Media guests  

included Hagen Sports 

Network, who filmed 

volunteers, guests and 

staff to be featured on 

their local cable  

network. Gustave  

Axelson, a freelance 

writer for Midwest  

Living,  also came along 

with photographers to do 

a feature of food at  

festivals. 

   Special guests for this 

year included Tomah 

Mayor Ed Thompson, 

Tomah Area School District Superintendent Robert  

Fasbender, WWTC professor Gary Kirking and Mr. and 

Mrs. Rod Nilsestuen, Wisconsinôs Secretary of Agriculture. 

Wisconsin State Senator Dan Kapanke also had the  

opportunity to visit the festival, as did First Lady Jessica 

Doyle. 

   2009 military guests included commanders from Volk 

Field and Ft. McCoy, Col. Gary Ebben and Sgt. Major  

William Bissonette, respectively. The first female Lionôs 

District Governor, Kathy Friske, also made an appearance. 

   Cranberry Tourism and related guests included Jim  

Peterson and Jeni Francoeur from Ocean Spray. Andy Ritz 

from Cliffstar was also 

able to visit Cranfest.  

Special guests from 

Michigan Cranberry Co. 

included Sharon and 

Laura Huggett, who are 

hoping to start a small 

cranberry festival in their 

area. 

   Royalty guests  

included present and  

outgoing Cranfest  

royalty, Fairest of the 

Fair, Wisconsin Honey 

Queen, Alice in  

Dairyland, Miss  

Wisconsin (America) and 

Miss America Outstanding Teen. About 150 royalty  

attended the Royalty Tea before the parade on Sunday. 

2009 parade marshals were Lawrence ñFritzò Frederickson 

and Dan Krofta. 

   Thanks to all our staff and volunteers who helped make 

this yearôs special guests such a success! 


