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The purpose of the  
Warrens Cranberry  
Festival shall be to  

promote the common good 
and general  

welfare of the community of 
Warrens, including holding 

an annual  
community festival and 
raising funds to be used 

exclusively for civic  
betterments and social  
improvements in the  
Warrens community. 
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37th Annual Warrens Cranfest Overview  

Two days of rain did not stop faithful shoppers at the 2009 Warrens Cranberry 

Festival. While attendance was down, turnout was estimated to be between 

90,000 and 100,000 over the festôs three days. 

 

Despite impending downpours on Friday of the festival, crowds turned out to 

find fabulous bargains at the eventôs more than 1250 booths. Visitors donned 

ponchos and lifted umbrellas to brave the weather as they continued to enjoy 

the 37th annual Cranberry Festival. 

 

Saturday made for some gorgeous sunshine, and the festers arrived in droves to 

enjoy the dayôs activities. In addition to shopping, marsh bus tours were the 

popular attraction of the day. Seasoned cranberry marsh tour guides led visitors 

to a local cranberry marsh where they learned about cranberry harvesting and 

the cranberry industry. 

 

The clouds returned Sunday, and it rained for the first time on the festivalôs 

gigantic parade. But nothing could stop the crowd from enjoying the  

festivities! Old favorites like the local marching bands were cheered alongside 

entertaining new units like the Osman Shrine Dragon Patrol, which featured a 

35-foot dragon that blew real smoke into the audience. 

 

Despite bad weather, the festival was deemed a success, thanks to the support 

of  thousands of dedicated Cranfesters! 



FESTIVAL NEWS 

Cranberry Festival Ranks Among 
Best Arts & Craft Shows in U.S.  

   Warrens Cranberry Festival again has received recognition as 

one of the best arts and craft shows in the United States. The 

festival ranks 24th on Sunshine Artist magazineôs annual list of 

the ñ200 Bestò art and craft shows in the country.  

   Cranfest rose from its previous ranking of 41st on last yearôs 

list. The festival has been recognized on the magazineôs list 

since 2000.  

   Sunshine Artistôs list is compiled from ballots submitted by 

its subscribers, who are asked to vote for their top-selling 

shows of the previous calendar year.  
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Warrens Cranberry Festival  
Donations To Date 2009  

 
Warrens School-$2,149.79 
Town of Lincoln -$2,000.00 
Warrens Area Fire Warrens Fireworks-$1,000.00 
Warrens Trail Twisters-toward MS-$50.00 
St. Matthew Church-Virgil Schroeder Memorial-
$500.00 
Common Ground -$250.00 
Youth Ministry-Community Easter Breakfast-$53.98 
Relay for Life-$40.00 
Tomah Veterans Memorial-$200.00 
Tomah Area Cancer-$70.00 
Discovery Center Endowment-Stephanie Scott-
$50.00 
Nikki Hruska Benefit-$300.00 

Donated Gifts or Items To Date 2009  
 
Foreign Exchange Students-10 Cranfest pins 
WI Association of FairsðGift Basket 
Tomah Chamber-Gift Basket 
Royalty-75 Craisin Packets 
Childrenôs Miracle Network-Sales Booth Items ($16) 
Shriners-Gift Basket 
Randy Murdock-Gift Basket 
Schools and Libraries-Craisins & Books 
Boys & Girls Club-8 Golf Towels 
Pat Jensen Benefit-Gift Basket 
Tomah Memorial Hospital-Gift Basket 
Gloria Dei Youth Group-25 Water Bottle Holders 
American Legion-Recipe Book 
Municipal State Meet-Gift Basket 
Nikki Hruska Benefit-Gift Basket 
Business After 5-Gift Basket 
Remembering Teresa Walk-Gift Basket 
Fair District Conference-Throw & Stadium Seat 

International Guests Visit Cranfest  

   International guests from 12 countries were welcomed at the 

Warrens Cranberry Festival on Sept. 25. 

   The guests were treated to a guided tour of the Cranfest 

grounds and also had the opportunity to visit the Wisconsin 

Cranberry Discovery Center.  

   The 18-member group were welcomed by the Cranberry 

Marketing Committee (CMC), which represents the U.S.  

cranberry industry in Wisconsin, Massachusetts, Oregon,  

Connecticut, Michigan, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, 

Rhode Island and Washington. The committee held its biannual  

conference in Wisconsin for the international representatives.  

   The industry representatives were in Wisconsin to share 

ideas, meet with the industry and discuss ways to continue  

developing strong demand in export markets for U.S. cranberry 

products. As the countryôs largest cranberry producer, the local 

economy stood to benefit directly from this international effort.  

   The international guests represented Germany, France, Spain, 

the Netherlands, Austria, Switzerland, Poland, the Czech  

Republic, Mexico, Japan, South Korea and Australia.  

   The promotional work conducted by the cranberry industry 

representatives has helped boost exports of cranberry products 

18 percent in the last year reaching $500 million, setting a new 

record.  

 
In case you missed ité 

 
Cranfest was featured as one of the top food 
festivals in the nation in the September 2009 

issue of O, The Oprah Magazine! 
 

Check it out online at 
http://www.oprah.com/slideshow/

omagazine/200909-omag-food-festivals/4 

http://www.oprah.com/slideshow/omagazine/200909-omag-food-festivals/4
http://www.oprah.com/slideshow/omagazine/200909-omag-food-festivals/4
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Scenes From the 37th Annual Warrens Cranberry Festival 

September 25-27, 2009 

Crowds clamored for deals early on Saturday of the fest. 

This day proved to have the nicest weather, with plenty of 

sunshine and bargains to go around! 

A toddler watches as cranberries are sorting outside the 

Cranfest Office. 

A food vendor concentrates as she drizzles chocolate over 

fresh cheesecake to make one of Cranfestôs most popular 

treats: chocolate covered cheesecake on a stick. 

Juneôs Cranberry Girls, our 2009 

honored guests, stopped by the  

office to pick up some special gifts. 

A girl leans down to get a close-up look at a cranberry bed 

during one of the marsh bus tours. 

Look for more photos from this yearôs  
Cranfest at www.cranfest.com ! 

 


