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Warrens Cranberry Festival, located in the ñCranberry Capital of Wisconsin,ò is pleased to  

announce its 38th Annual Festival to be held Sept. 24-26, 2010.  

 

The festival features a variety of attractions for all ages, all of which the media are  

invited to cover. The festival boasts more than 850 arts & craft booths, 350 flea market and  

antique dealers, a variety of contests and one of the largest marching band parades in  

Wisconsin. 

 

Festival visitors can hop aboard a bus to tour a working cranberry marsh. Guests will have the 

opportunity to learn about the history of cranberry production and catch an up-close glimpse at 

a cranberry bog. 

 

Food lovers can purchase fresh produce from the more than 100 farm market vendors present at 

the festival. There are also a number of food courts featuring a variety of delicious foods to 

tempt any pallet, including everything from cranberry cream puffs to chocolate covered  

cheesecake on a stick. 

 

The festival is topped off on  its final day with a gigantic parade, held on Sunday, Sept. 26. The 

parade features several marching bands from the surrounding areas, as well as numerous special 

guests. In the past, such guests as Miss Wisconsin have been a part of the parade. 

 

Again, media are invited to cover all aspects of the festival. For your convenience, a photo  

gallery, news releases and other festival information can be found on our Web site, 

www.cranfest.com. All photos and information are available for media use. A schedule of 

events and the latest festival news are also included with this media kit. 

 

For more information, contact the festival office at 608-378-4200. 

 

 

The purpose of the Warrens Cranberry Festival shall be to promote the common good and  

general welfare of the community of Warrens, including holding an annual community festival 

and raising funds to be used exclusively for civic betterments and social improvements in the 

Warrens community. 



Warrens is the ñCranberry Capital of Wisconsin,ò and hosts the worldôs largest cranberry 

festival. 

Attendance at the first Cranfest in 1973 was 3,500, and there were 75 booths. Since then it 

has grown from a small community festival to an international event with about 100,000 

visitors each year.  

The festival was started to raise funds to improve the quality of life in the Village of      

Warrens. 

14 people serve on the festivalôs board of directors and advisory board with more than 250 

volunteers working during the three-day festival from all the surrounding counties. 

The festival is a registered nonprofit organization and has given over 2 million dollars in 

donations over its 38 years of existence. These donations have benefited the Village of  

Warrens, area schools, fire department and Lions Club, along with many other local         

organizations. Several scholarships have also been awarded by Cranfest. 

In appreciation and recognition of the donated use of their property  during Cranfest,     

Warrens Cranberry Festival donates $100 per year to village property owners in Warrens. 

The money is to be put toward the cost of minor repairs or beautification of their property. 

In addition, up to $2,500 grants per year have been donated to property owners for past   

improvements. 

The festival benefits all of Monroe County and surrounding counties by filling area motels, 

bed & breakfasts, campgrounds, restaurants and gas stations. All told, Cranfest brings over 3 

million dollars in revenue to the county each year. 

 

 

Awards & Recognition 
 

Cranfest was recognized by O, The Oprah Magazine as one of the top food festivals in the 

nation in its September 2009 issue. 

In 2009, Cranfest was ranked 24th best arts & craft show in the country! Since 2000, the 

festival has been selected each year by Sunshine Artist magazine as ñOne of the 200 Best 

Shows in the United Statesò by vendors who attended. 

Warrens Cranberry Festival won the 2008 Peopleôs Choice Award for ñBest Wisconsin 

Town for a Weekend Festival.ò This award was the result of a poll initiated by the          

Wisconsin Department of Tourism to build public interest in visiting the many wonderful 

towns that make Wisconsin such a fascinating place to travel. 

The Warrens Cranberry Festival was awarded the 2004 Wisconsin Community Leadership 

Award to acknowledge their dedication to community betterment and their new partnership 

program with the Wisconsin Cranberry Discovery Center. 

Discover Wisconsin radio and television program presented the ñRestaurant of the Month, 

September 2002ò award to the Warrens Cranberry Festival for exemplifying Wisconsin 

quality at its best. The festival was chosen for the unusual and versatile food featured at 

Cranfest at our over 100 food booths. 

Warrens Cranberry Festival was named among the top 100 events in the nation in 1994, 

1998, 2000 and 2001 by the American Bus Association.  

Cranfest has been voted the #1 community festival in Wisconsin several times by            

subscribers to Wisconsin Trails magazine.  

 

Cranfest Facts 



38th Warrens Cranberry Festival Information  

September 24-26, 2010 

 

Warrens Cranberry Festival is the worldôs largest cranberry festival. There is something for 

everyone at Cranfest, including shopping, contests, a parade and much more. 

 

The festival will mark its 38th year in 2010. Since the first festival in 1973, attendance has 

grown from 3,500 to more than 100,000 each year. 

 

Cranfest boasts more than 850 arts & craft booths, 350 flea market & antique booths and 100 

farm market vendors. If you get hungry during all that shopping, head over to one of our 100 

food vendors for a tasty treat. 

 

Mission Statement 

The purpose of the Warrens Cranberry Festival shall be to promote the common good and    

general welfare of the community of Warrens, including holding an annual community festival 

and raising funds to be used exclusively for civic betterments and social improvements in the 

Warrens community. 

 

Shopping 

Warrens Cranberry Festival features more than three miles of shopping and more than 1,250 

booths. Browse our unique arts & craft show for original treasures like handmade jewelry, 

wooden sculptures, metal garden art and knitted items. Our flea market and antique section is 

one-of-a-kind featuring primitives, fishing and hunting supplies, purses, collectibles, toys, 

clothing and sports memorabilia. The best of fall produce is available in our farm market, where 

you can find dried flowers, honey, soaps and lotions and a variety of specialty items. Donôt   

forget to stop at the official Warrens Cranberry Festival Souvenir Booth where you can find  

official Cranfest shirts, buttons, patches and other cranberry items. 

 

Food 

No matter what your favorite food is, Cranfest has you covered! The festival features more than 

80 food vendors who serve everything from chocolate covered cheesecake on a stick and    

cranberry cream puffs to Greek gyros and spicy Mexican. Of course, you can always find      

traditional festival fare like hotdogs, burgers and popcorn. 

 

Entertainment Tent 

A new feature of Cranfest this year will be an entertainment tent located in the ballpark. Here 

guests will find a variety of activities, including live entertainment. 

 

Parade 

The parade ends Cranfest each year. There are a variety of units in the parade, including nearly 

20 marching bands, various royalty, horses, tractors and floats. This year our parade marshal is 

the Warrens Lions Club, which is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year. 



Contests 

A variety of contests are available to people of all ages during Cranfest. 2010 contests include 

the button design contest, Wisconsin cranberry recipe contest, photography contest (sponsored 

this year by Adams Super 8), pictorial cancellation contest, vegetable and sunflower contest, 

scarecrow contest, biggest berry contest, flower show contest and quilt and needlework contest. 

A variety of prizes can be won, from plaques and ribbons to gift certificates and cash. 

 

Marsh Tours 

On Friday and Saturday of the festival, visitors can tour a working cranberry marsh. Buses 

leave from the Municipal Building from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., and tickets are $6 per person. While 

on the tour, visitors will learn how cranberries are harvest and will be able to purchase fresh 

cranberries and cranberry products. Tickets also include admission to the Wisconsin Cranberry 

Discovery Center. 

 

Royalty 

Warrens Cranberry Festival is proudly promoted by the Cranberry Royalty. Our 2010 royalty 

include Queen Catherine Rung, Princess Kaitlyn Sankey and Princess Amber Rearick. The   

royalty travel across Wisconsin attending parades, speaking engagements, food demonstrations, 

pageants and other dignitary events. 
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2010 Warrens Cranfest Button Design Chosen  
  

WARRENS, WISCONSIN, January 26, 2010ð Warrens  

Cranberry Festival has chosen a design for the 38th annual  

festival. The button features white lettering circling the button on a 

green background, with cranberries and vines surrounding ñ2010.ò  

  

The 2010 buttons are $1 each and can be purchased at F&M Bank, 

Warrens Mall, Quilting Plus and the Cranberry Festival office in 

Warrens. Buttons are available in Tomah at the Chamber of  

Commerce, Phillips Pharmacy, J&R Variety, Cranberry Country 

Mall and the Antique Mall.  

  

Area youth groups are encouraged to sell the buttons as a  

fundraiser. Call the Cranberry Festival office at 608-378-4200 for details. 

  

The 2011 button design contest rules are currently available. The deadline for entries is June 1, and 

the winning button will be unveiled at the 2010 Cranfest, to be held Sept. 24-26. Rules are available 

online at www.cranfest.com, or call 608-378-4200. 

The purpose of the Warrens Cranberry Festival shall be to promote the common good and  

general welfare of the community of Warrens, including holding an annual community festival 

and raising funds to be used exclusively for civic betterments and social improvements in the 

Warrens community.  

http://www.cranfest.com
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Cranfest Names Warrens Lions 2010 Parade Marshals 

Lions to celebrate 25th anniversary this year 

 

WARRENS, Wisconsin, February 8, 2010ðWarrens Cranberry Festival has named the  

Warrens Lions as its 2010 parade marshals. 

 

The Lions are celebrating their 25th anniversary in 2010. The club was founded in 1985 by Gary 

Alexander, who also served as the first president. Since their inception, the Lions have made 

several contributions to the Warrens community, including the concession stand and pavilion at 

the ball park and the Lions Log Building, which is used for everything from community  

gatherings to receptions and family reunions. 

 

The Cranberry Festival parade will take place on Sunday, Sept. 26, 2010 at noon. For more  

information, visit www.cranfest.com, or call the festival office at 608-378-4200. 

The purpose of the Warrens Cranberry Festival shall be to promote the common good and  

general welfare of the community of Warrens, including holding an annual community festival 

and raising funds to be used exclusively for civic betterments and social improvements in the 

Warrens community.  

Seated from left: Secretary Lion Jim Van 

Wychen, Founder and first President Lion 

Gary Alexander, Current President Lion 

Bob Dana, Lions Bill Forseth, Bob Fink, 

Dave Kimpton and Henry Knoepker. 

 

Standing from left: Lions Pat Hart, Greg 

Zingler, Treasurer Brian Knoepker,  

Harvey Foss, Greg Pulver, Paul Salzwedel, 

Mike Linehan, Larry Larson and Randy 

Kissack. 

 

Not pictured: Lions Tom Arpin, Richard 

Delaney, Wayne Duncan, Arnie Erickson, 

Mike Gnewikow, Ryan Murdock, Jim  

Olson, Curt Patterson, Roger Pergande, 

John Repka and Al Schlaver.   

http://www.cranfest.com

